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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT & FOUNDER 
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February 25, 2021 

 

Governor Gavin Newsom 

Governor Gavin Newsom 

1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: FORMER ALUMNI OF SAN PASQUAL ACADEMY WHICH HOUSES FOSTER 

YOUTH IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY ASK GOVERNOR TO EXTEND SPA’S CLOSURE 

DATE BACK TO DECEMBER 2021 OR EVEN JANUARY 2022 AFTER THE STATE 

OF CALIFORNIA MOVES TO CLOSE IT IN OCTOBER 2021 AHEAD OF IT’S 

ORIGINAL CLOSURE 

 

Dear Governor Newsom,  

 

The leadership you are providing during this unprecedented time in our state is appreciated. 

We write you today regarding the early closure by the State of California of San Pasqual Academy 

which is located in Escondido, CA within San Diego County. San Pasqual Academy (SPA) is a 

residential education campus designed specifically for foster youth, serves as a placement option 

for dependents of the Juvenile Court, 12-17 years old, and Non-Minor Dependents (NMDs) up to 

age 19 years old. This important space where so many foster youths including me have been placed 



over the years when they are too old to be placed into a foster home has been so critical to serve 

our foster and juvenile justice youth.  

 

The State of California issued a letter recently to the County of San Diego that read in part 

“Given the overall reduction in the county’s foster care population and the very limited number of 

appropriate referrals, it appears that continuation of the pilot is no longer viable or prudent,”. San 

Pasqual Academy was scheduled to close at the end of the year anyway and I agree as a former 

foster youth myself who was placed at San Pasqual Academy that something new needs to be done 

and that the need for SPA is slightly different now then it was years ago. I believe moving the 

closure date up two to three months ahead of its originally scheduled closure does not give the 

County, former foster youth alumni of the campus, and stakeholders the time needed to gain a 

proper consensus of what should be done next. There are so many things that need to be considered 

before closing San Pasqual Academy such as but not limited to: where foster youth currently on 

the campus should be placed, what should be done with the 6.3 million dollars or so that the County 

of San Diego uses out of its budget to help fund the campus’s operation, whether a smaller setting 

of the same concept should be considered, and who should be at the table in helping the County to 

craft next steps such as alumni like myself.  

 

Time and time again we fail the youth in our child welfare system including those who 

once were because we make decisions for them instead of letting them lead the changes they’d like 

to see in our system. I have heard from an overwhelming number of former alumni of the campus 

and the foster care system who agree on many of the things I mention above. I am requesting that 

the State of California would adjust the closure of San Pasqual Academy back to its original date 

of December 31, 2021 to allow the San Diego County community particularly of former alumni 

of the campus such as me, former foster youth, current youth on the campus, stakeholders and 

county officials to come together with a little more time to make a plan for the future that could 

begin next year. I know what it is to have to move over and over again because during my thirteen 

years in the child welfare system in San Diego I was placed in over eight foster & group homes 

and that took a toll on my education, my own stability and my confidence. The youth on the campus 

and our region’s former foster youth deserve to have a hand in what happens next and how the 

future should look and closing this campus in October does not allow enough time for all of these 

things to happen. Please consider our request and move the closure date to a later date in December 

or even January 2022 to give us all time to discuss what should be next. 

 

The People’s Association of Justice Advocates (PAJ) is a national civil rights organization 

founded to keep Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream alive by taking direct action with a balanced 

standard of justice for all no matter what race, gender status, criminal record, sexuality, or 

citizenship. My office can be reached at our western regional number of 619-354-8051 or via email 

at info@pajmovement.org. Our website is www.pajmovement.org and we are the only national 

mailto:info@pajmovement.org
http://www.pajmovement.org/


civil rights organization that has a direct initiative aimed at closing the disproportionate gap of the 

number of black foster youth in America’s child welfare system.  

 

 

Rev. Shane Harris  

President & Founder 

People’s Association of Justice Advocates-PAJ 

 

Marilyn English  
President 

African American Wellness Center for Children & Families 

 

 

 


