
Southern California is in the middle of a crime wave. The Left-wing 
Democrats running my state don’t want to talk about it. I do. 

The headlines from just the past two weeks have been horrifying. 
Customers in a popular Orange County restaurant were held at gunpoint while 
robbers stole a handbag; diners at a café in Los Angeles were robbed by intruders 
who were in and out within 15 seconds. A Home Depot was raided by masked and 
armed thugs who stole crowbars and sledgehammers. A Nordstrom’s was wiped 
clean of purses while a security guard was attacked. An ice cream shop in 
Alhambra was broken into. Some frightened customers even reported robbers 
following them home. 

 As a combat veteran running for Congress in Southern California and a 
father of seven, these stories are infuriating to me: these criminals are terrorizing 
the communities we call home. I’ve spoken with seniors who are afraid to visit 
businesses or even leave their homes for fear of being held up. I’ve talked with 
employees who worry they’ll be attacked at their place of work. I know small 
business owners feeling pressure to pay for more security while already struggling 
to cope with rising costs.  

 My conversations with these people always end on the same theme: this is 
what happens when we put radical Left-wing activists who want to defund the 
police and empty our prisons in charge of our public safety, just like we’ve done in 
California for the past decade. It’s not just people in my district who are saying 
this – law enforcement groups up and down the state are speaking up too, 
blaming left-wing groups like the ACLU for facilitating the surge in crime. 

I’m running for Congress to stop them from doing to our country what 
they’ve done to our state. 

 Take a look at Prop. 47, a ballot initiative that, thanks to enormous funding 
and backing from Democrats and the Left, became law in 2014. The law 
downgraded theft under $950 to a simple misdemeanor and made it more 
difficult for law enforcement to make an arrest, while reducing penalties for these 
crimes and releasing thousands of prisoners who had already been convicted. 

https://www.foxnews.com/us/police-unions-blame-aclu-smash-and-grab-california


Even when an arrest is made, liberal District Attorneys are just as likely to 
downgrade the charges or drop the case.  

 Even Democrat Senator Diane Feinstein came out against the law, warning 
that it would put the “people of California at continued risk” and “do anything but 
make our communities safer.” Democrats didn’t listen, but in this case she was 
right: after years of rising cases of shoplifting, these criminals are now audaciously 
committing brazen theft in plain sight without fear. They know they’ve been given 
the greenlight.  

 As a city councilman in Oceanside, CA, I’ve seen how Gavin Newsom and 
the Democrats have tied the hands of law enforcement. There have been several 
instances where a business was robbed or a vehicle broken into and because the 
merchandise stolen or the damage caused was worth less than $950, there was 
nothing local police officers could do but issue a misdemeanor citation. This theft 
“loophole” puts our community into the hands of criminals who understand how 
to manipulate the laws and steal just enough to not break the threshold. 

It will take a lot of work to undo the damage Democrats have done to 
California. But even now, these same radical Democrats are pushing the same 
failed ideology in other parts of the country. They see California as a model. Last 
year, we saw multiple Democrat-run cities across America move to defund or 
even abolish their police departments. Meanwhile, Democrats in the House are 
pushing the legislation that would essentially empty every federal prison.  

These activists say they’re committed to so-called “social justice.” But 
there’s no justice in the crime that’s unfolding in our communities – including 
minority communities - thanks to their dangerous agenda. As a Latino, I can tell 
you the Hispanic community is taking this issue seriously. Safe communities are a 
value that the Left sadly doesn’t seem to prioritize any more, which is just one of 
the reasons why Hispanics are abandoning the Democrat Party. 

I’ve been sounding the alarms and fighting against these dangerous policies 
in my community for years. I’m running for Congress because I can’t stand idly by 
while armed mobs terrorize my fellow Americans. Keeping Americans safe should 
be our nation’s top priority. The Left may have unleashed a crime wave on our 

https://www.dailynews.com/2014/10/15/prop-47-will-make-californians-less-safe-dianne-feinstein/


country, but it will take a Republican Congress filled with determined veterans like 
myself to stop it. 

 

 


