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WELCOME TO THE ROCK CHURCH, 
THE NEW HOME FOR THE ANNUAL SILVER PIGSKIN GALA

The Silver Pigskin Trophy:

The prestigious Silver Pigskin Trophy is the most 
coveted award in high school sports.

Designed by Sir Dutch Perry in 1999, the silver-
based trophy with platinum inlays required more 
than one hundred man-hours to craft. The one-of-
a-kind trophy weighs thirty-five pounds and stands 
two feet tall.

In the early years, the Silver Pigskin Trophy was 
awarded to the athlete involved in the ‘Best Play of 
the Season’ but as the Prep Pigskin Report evolved, 
so has the show’s signature award.

Today the prestigious Silver Pigskin Trophy is presented annually to San Diego County’s 
most outstanding football player.

Some of San Diego’s most heralded prep football players have been immortalized by 
having their name inscribed on the side of the award.

Player of Year Voting Process:

Five of the six Silver Pigskin finalists are chosen by the members of the Prep Pigskin 
Report (PPR) Player of the Year Committee. The committee also selects a pool of up to 
sixteen candidates eligible for the sixth and final seat on our Player of the Year Podium.

PPR viewers then get to choose the sixth finalist from the approved list of candidates using 
PPR social media platforms.

Once the final Player of the Year candidate is voted in, our PPR Player of the Year Ballot is 
complete and is electronically mailed out to every San Diego Section high school football 
head coach, as well as every member of the Prep Pigskin Report crew.

Previous Silver Pigskin winners and finalists all get a vote, as does the CIF Commissioner 
and assorted San Diego dignitaries. A complete list of who is eligible to vote (and who 
actually votes) can be found on the PPR website at www.KUSI.com.



Silver Pigskin Gala:

Every December, the Prep Pigskin Report hosts the 
Silver Pigskin Gala.

In addition to crowning the Player of the Year, a live 
audience TV broadcast celebrates all the memorable 
moments of the past football season.

The first Gala took place on December 10, 1999. 
The sixty-three guests for that first “Gala” broadcast 
squeezed into the KUSI studios in Kearny Mesa.

By 2005, the Silver Pigskin Gala was televised from 
Balboa Park inside the then-Bob Breitbart Hall of 

Champions. By 2014, the Gala guest attendance exceeded six hundred.

In search of an even bigger venue, the 2015 Silver Pigskin Gala moved inside the 
hangar of the USS Midway Museum. Located at San Diego’s Navy Pier, the USS Midway 
is one of the most popular museums in the United States, attracting more than 
800,000 visitors annually.

New Gala Home:

After five memorable seasons aboard the Midway, the Silver Pigskin Gala has grown 
so large that an even bigger venue was needed. Enter Pastor Miles McPherson and 
the San Diego Rock Church. A former NFL player and gifted communicator, Pastor 
Miles has graciously opened the Rock doors to the Gala broadcast, while also hosting 
a weekly segment on the PPR titled a “Message from Miles”.  McPherson toured the 
county speaking to teams at practice around the topic 
of “football is family” and we are so grateful for his 
encouragement.

So, sit back and enjoy the show. The Silver Pigskin Gala 
is a cross between the ESPY’s and the Oscars, and now 
inside the Rock Church, we can only muse that is a 
match made in “Hog Heaven”!

Enjoy the 2021 Silver Pigskin Gala!

Paul W. Rudy

Creator & Host of the Prep Pigskin Report

Dear PPR Fans, 

On behalf of everybody who works on the Prep Pigskin Report, 
I would like to welcome you aboard the USS Midway Museum 
as our invited guests to the 20th Annual Silver Pigskin Gala. 

In just under two decades, this end-of-the-season program has grown from its humble 
beginnings inside the KUSI-TV studios to the hangar bay of one of the most popular 
museums in the world. The Prep Pigskin Report’s success and longevity can be 
attributed to just one thing – you! Your loyal support not only attracts corporate 
sponsorship, but it also motivates the entire Red Jacket Army to work harder, be more 
creative and repeatedly ask the same question, “How can we make this experience 
better?” 

This is our 3rd year aboard the USS Midway Museum. There are no words to fully 
explain the honor and pride we feel to be a small part of this aircraft carrier’s fabulous 
history. Here, at the PPR, we have long believed that the same attributes our brave men 
and women of the armed forces display daily are the same qualities required to be an 
elite student-athlete like the ones we honor tonight. 

French poet Charles Pièrre Baudelaire wrote, “There exists only three beings worthy 
of respect: the priest, the soldier and the poet.” But, Mr. Baudelaire never saw the Prep 
Pigskin Report. If he had, ol’ Charles would have added ‘the student-athlete’ to his list. 

It is our shared hope and belief that the young men on our Gala Podium will go on to 
make their mark in the world, just like the brave souls who served aboard the USS 
Midway. In fact, if you listen closely, you can feel the sailors of this great warship’s past 
joining in on our applause for these future leaders. 

The Silver Pigskin Gala is a celebration. Be loud. Be proud. And, enjoy the drama as we 
countdown to announce the next name to be immortalized on the side of the most 
coveted trophy in high school sports – the prestigious Silver Pigskin. 

Sincerely, 

Paul W. Rudy 
Prep Pigskin Report

A Letter from Head Pig

2021 All-PPR “51” (in alphabetical order)

QB:

Samuel Cooper IV, University City - The 6-foot-1, 200-pound junior passed for well 
over 2,000 yards this season and rushed for over 1,000 more, accounting for more 
than 20 touchdowns through the air and more than 20 TDs on the ground in leading 
the Centurions to a six-win regular season and a deep run in the San Diego CIF 
Division IV playoffs.

Jalen Daniels, Lincoln - The 6-foot-5, 220-pound senior transfer from Arizona, 
stepped right into the Hornets’ nest and made the county buzz with seven 
touchdowns on opening night - five passing and two rushing. He passed for over 
2,200 yards and 15 touchdowns this season as Lincoln cruised deep into the Division 
I playoffs.

Cayden Gent, Mt. Carmel - The 5-foot-11, 175-pound senior passed for well over 
2,000 yards and accounted for more than 20 touchdowns overall, leading the 
Sundevils to a co-championship in the Palomar League and a 9-1 regular season. He 
passed for a season-high 247 yards in a Division III quarterfinal win over Santana.

Jax Leatherwood, Scripps Ranch - The 6-foot-6, 215-pound senior threw for just 
over 2,500 yards in the regular season with 37 touchdowns and no interceptions, 
leading the Falcons to a deep playoff run in Division II. Leatherwood, who sports a 
4.0 GPA, had three games with over 300 yards passing, and two games with six TD 
passes, completing more than 70 percent.

Dominic Nankil, Mater Dei Catholic - The 6-foot, 170-pound junior threw for close 
to 2,500 yards and more than 25 touchdowns with just a couple of interceptions and 
is a candidate for the PPR’s Underclassman of the Year. He threw multiple touchdown 
passes in all but one game this season.

Julian Sayin, Carlsbad - The 6-foot-1, 185-pounder is the only sophomore to 
make the All-PPR team but the honor is well deserved following a season in which 
he passed for close to 2,500 yards and 30 touchdowns, leading the Lancers to an 
undefeated regular season and the Avocado League championship.

RB:

Frankie Franchina, Rancho Bernardo - At 5-foot-7 and 185 pounds Frankie 
“Franchise” rushed for close to 2,000 yards and over 20 touchdowns to help Rancho 
Bernardo go deep into the Division II playoffs. Franchina rushed for a season-high 266 
yards against Del Norte on Sept. 17 and had three games with three rushing scores.



Isaiah Pressley, St. Augustine - The 5-foot-8, 185-pounder has Silver Pigskin in his 
blood as the half-brother to former winner Isaiah Preston, another Saints backfield 
legend. Pressley rushed for over 1,500 yards and eight touchdowns this season, 
including a season-high 283 yards in a win over La Jolla.

Lucky Sutton, Cathedral - The 6-foot-1, 205-pounder rushed for over 1,400 yards 
and 24 touchdowns this season. He also had four receiving touchdowns. Far from 
lucky, he scored at least three touchdowns on six separate occasions this season and 
had a season-high 272 yards against rival St. Augustine.

Makei Thompson, Mira Mesa - The 5-foot-9 junior rushed for close to 1,000 yards 
and scored in helping the Marauders to an emotional Eastern League championship 
following the death of the team’s head coach, Chris “Thompy” Thompson (no relation) 
on Sept. 4. He scored three touchdowns in Mira Mesa’s 38-35 win over Scripps Ranch 
on Oct. 22.

Christian Washington, Helix - The 5-foot-10, 190-pound senior rushed for more 
than 1,700 yards and 24 touchdowns in leading the Highlanders to the Grossmont 
Hills League championship. He had a 337-yard, four-touchdown performance 
against Grossmont in the Division I quarterfinals on Nov. 12. He also is a standout 
safety.

WR:

Nathan Acevedo, Lincoln - The 5-foot-10, 165-pound senior transfer had over 
1,000 receiving yards and six touchdowns during the regular season for the Hornets. 
Acevedo’s acrobatic catches have made plenty of highlight reels over his prep career. 
The three-star prospect has committed to Fresno State and is a candidate for the PPR 
Offensive Player of the Year.

Tajon Evans, Mira Mesa - The 5-foot-11, 180-pound senior had more than 25 
catches for more than 500 yards and caught six touchdown passes during the 
regular season for the Eastern League champs. Evans also had three interceptions on 
defense, including one that he returned 92 yards for a touchdown against Pt. Loma 
on Oct. 15.

Jake Jackson, Madison - The 6-foot-5, 180-pound junior had over 30 receptions this 
season and had nine touchdowns in the regular season. Jackson caught the game-
winning touchdown in the then-No. 9 Warhawks’ 14-10 Western League home win 
over then-No. 3 Lincoln on Oct. 22. He scored at least one TD in eight consecutive 
regular-season games.

Malachi Keels, Orange Glen - The 6-foot-2, 185-pound senior caught 55 passes for 
over 1,000 yards with 12 touchdowns this season and was a first-team All-Coastal 
League selection. Keels also had 22 tackles and an interception on defense for the 
Patriots. He is a candidate for the PPR Offensive Player of the Year.

Jordan Mahan, Mar Vista - The 6-foot-2, 185-pound physically gifted senior had close 
to 50 receptions for over 1,000 yards this season, helping the Mariners qualify for 
the San Diego CIF Division IV playoffs. As a sparingly used passer, he completed six of 
seven throws, including three for touchdowns.

Jeremiah McClure, Mater Dei Catholic - The 6-foot-2, 195-pound junior is a three-
star college prospect who hauled in more than 25 receptions and had more than 650 
yards receiving to help the Crusaders during their historic undefeated regular season 
and deep run in the Division III playoffs.

Makai Smith, La Jolla - The 6-foot-, 170-pound senior accounted for 10 touchdowns 
on offense, including the game-winning touchdown reception in a playoff win against 
Valley Center on Nov. 12. The three-star prospect also had a 99-yard kickoff return 
against Christian on Sept 24.

Savigon Yokley, El Capitan - The 6-foot-4, 185-pound senior speedster looks like a 
natural wideout, but he passed for over 1,500 yards and 19 touchdowns, rushed for 
over 1,000 yards with 17 touchdowns, and also had 311 yards receiving with four 
touchdowns this season. Yokley was the Grossmont Valley League Offensive Player of 
the Year.

TE:

Gracen Halton, St. Augustine - The 6-foot-3, 270-pounder could easily be a major 
college tight end prospect if he wasn’t one of the best defensive linemen in the state. 
The four-star prospect caught five touchdown passes this season and also played 
sparingly at running back. He is also an Iron Hog nominee as the county’s top lineman.

Zack Marshall, Santa Fe Christian - The 6-foot-4, 200-pounder caught over 40 
passes this season for more than 1,000 yards during the Eagles’ undefeated run into 
the playoffs. Marshall had over 100 yards receiving in five regular-season contests, 
while also recording 15 solo tackles and three interceptions on defense.

OL:

Luke Bolin, St. Augustine - The 6-foot-5, 290-pound senior sports a 4.0 GPA and was 
an October inductee into Shack’s Pig Pen.



Trey White, Eastlake - The 6-foot-2, 235-pound senior committed to San Diego State 
on Oct. 20. A 4.0 PGA student, White is a three-star prospect who had more than a 
dozen sacks and 50 tackles this season and is a candidate for PPR Defensive Player of 
the Year.

LB:

Christian Aguilar, Eastlake - The 5-foot-11, 210-pound senior was a first-team all-
Metro Mesa League selection after finishing the regular season with 55 solo tackles, 
two sacks, and an interception.

Skylar Briggs, La Costa Canyon - The 6-foot-1, 225-pound senior was a team captain 
and a first-team all-Avocado League selection this season.

Max Conaway, West Hills - The 6-foot-4, 180-pound senior focused on his defense 
when bruised ribs kept him primarily on that side of the ball for several weeks. He had 
two sacks and an interception but also scored 10 receiving touchdowns.

Tre Edwards, Mater Dei Catholic - The 6-foot-1, 220-pound junior four-star prospect 
has over a dozen Division I offers who could be one of the nation’s top linebackers 
next season. He had over 50 tackles and four sacks this season.

Anthony Ferrelli, Carlsbad - The 6-foot-1, 220-pound senior was a first-team All-
Avocado League selection and carries a 4.0 GPA. Ferrelli had nearly 50 tackles and four 
sacks this season, while also scoring close to ten touchdowns. 

Jayden Kendricks, Eastlake - Kendricks was one of the top tacklers in the county and 
had close to 70 solo tackles, four sacks, two fumble recoveries, and one interception 
this season.

Jaiden Letua, Mission Hills - The 5-foot-11, 195-pound senior is a candidate for the 
PPR Defensive Player of the Year. He returned two interceptions for touchdowns this 
season.

DB:

Adrien Chargualaf, Steele Canyon - The 5-foot-11, 170-pound junior was the 
Grossmont Valley League’s Defensive Player of the Year. He had 71 solo tackles, three 
forced fumbles, and an interception return for a touchdown.

Jayden Cortell, Eastlake - The 5-foot-8, 165-pound senior had six interceptions in the 
regular season while also breaking up eight passes. He also had 42 solo tackles.

Logan Hicks, Steele Canyon - The 6-foot-6, 280-pound senior helped pave the way 
for over 1,800 rushing yards for the Cougars. The senior was the Week 2 inductee into 
Shack’s Pig Pen.

Tavita Letuli, Cathedral Catholic - The 6-foot-2, 325-pound senior helped the Dons 
rush for close to 2,500 yards this season as a team. Letuli is an Iron Hog nominee for 
his outstanding play this season.

Rambo Mageo, Cathedral Catholic - The 6-foot-5, 305-pound senior transfer from 
Florida was an inductee into Shack’s Pig Pen. On Oct. 17, he committed to San Diego 
State.

Jonah Rodriguez, Madison - The 6-foot-5, 290-pound junior is a three-star prospect, 
was an inductee into Shack’s Pig Pen and is also an Iron Hog nominee this season as 
the Warhawks rushed for over 1,500 yards.

Zach Rowell, Torrey Pines - The 6-foot-5, 270-pound senior is an Iron Hog nominee 
as a candidate for the county’s top lineman. He also had five sacks on defense.

Jonah Zimmerman, Oceanside - The 6-foot-4, 300-pounder was an inductee into 
Shack’s Pig Pen and is also an Iron Hog nominee this season, protecting for a team that 
passed for over 1,500 yards.

DL:

Dylan Fortune, Cathedral Catholic - The 6-foot-3, 250-pound senior played on both 
sides of the line this season. He also plays rugby and lacrosse.

Mackavelli Malotumau, El Camino - The 6-foot-1, 290-pound senior is a three-star 
prospect who has committed to Eastern Washington. He recorded at least seven sacks 
this season.

Jaxson Moi, Cathedral Catholic - The 6-foot-2, 260-pound senior had 22 college 
offers and committed to Stanford on Oct. 23 after a previous de-commitment. He had 
at least four sacks this season and is a candidate for the PPR Defensive Player of the 
Year.

Brian Roberts, Lincoln - The 5-foot-11, 200-pound senior had at least six sacks to go 
along with his close-to 30 solo tackles this season.

Jayden Virgin, Mt. Carmel - The 6-foot-4, 200-pound senior do-it-all talent who can 
line up just about anywhere the field committed to Boise State back in June. He had 16 
sacks and scored 10 touchdowns on offense.



Wyatt Gardner, Torrey Pines - The 6-foot, 170-pound senior committed to UC Davis 
on Nov. 5. He is a candidate for the PPR’s Two-Way Player of the Year after scoring 12 
touchdowns on offense this season.

Nijah Richards, Scripps Ranch - The 5-foot-10, 170-pound senior helped the Falcons 
to a nine-win season with his shut-down defense, recording an interception, and he 
also scored five receiving touchdowns.

Jalil Tucker, Lincoln - The 6-foot-, 180-pound senior is a four-star prospect who 
committed to Oregon in Aug. He also caught two touchdown passes this season.

Xavier Van, Helix - The 6-foot-1, 170-pound senior had four interceptions on defense 
while also catching at least 25 passes and scoring four touchdowns on offense. Van is a 
three-star prospect.

K:
 
Charlie Rosenthal, San Marcos - The 5-foot-9 junior led the county with seven made 
field goals this season, including one in the playoffs. Her season-best was a 38-yarder 
against San Pasqual on Oct. 1.

P:

Kalen Jones, Eastlake - The 5-foot-9, 165-pound junior had a 46.6-yard average over 
20 punts this season before being sidelined late in the season due to injury. He booted 
three kicks inside the 20.

Ret:

Eric Gant, Poway - The 6-foot, 170-pound senior was the most consistent return man 
in the county this season, bringing back 11 kickoffs for a 34.7-yard average, including 
a 95-yard return for a touchdown against Vista on Sept. 25, while also fielding 14 
punts for a 12.1-yard average. He also scored four touchdowns on offense during the 
regular season.

Christopher Williams, Francis Parker - The 5-foot-10, 150-pound junior returned 
four kickoffs for a 40-yard average, including a 97-yarder for a touchdown in a playoff 
game against Montgomery on Nov. 11. He also had five punt returns for a 24.2-yard 
average, which included a 55-yarder against Orange Glen on Sept. 17.

2021 Silver Pigskin Finalists

JALEN DANIELS, Lincoln
Jalen Daniels is just one of a plethora of extremely talented 
players at Lincoln High this season, but the three-star prospect 
quarterback certainly represents the Hornets with aplomb 
both on and off the field. Daniels, a 6-foot-5, 220-pound athlete, 
passed for over 2,200 yards this season (nearly 250 yards per 
game) and 15 touchdowns, leading the Hornets deep into the 
Division I playoffs. In his first-ever varsity start at quarterback 
at Lincoln, Daniels, who is originally from Arizona, began the 
season with a seven-touchdown performance against Monte 
Vista on Aug. 20, passing for 241 yards and five touchdowns 
(on just seven completions) and rushing for two more scores 
(on just four attempts). There’s no doubt, Daniels has a Division 
I arm, averaging nearly 20 yards per completion. Daniels has 
drawn interest from nearly 25 Division I schools and received 
his first major offer on Sept. 30 from Syracuse University, 
although more offers are likely to arrive soon.

GRACEN HALTON, St. Augustine
Gracen Halton is one of the top defensive players in the state 
and dominated those who tried to stand in his way this season. 
Halton, a two-way threat for the Saints on the line of scrimmage, 
focused mostly on his defensively play for the first half of the season, but contributed in a 
big way to the Saints’ offense, as well, in 2021. Halton, a four-star prospect as an end rusher, 

entered the season as one of the top-rated players 
in the state, as well as, one of the top defensive 
end talents in the nation. He finished the season 
with 51 solo tackles, including 20 for loss and 5 
1/2 sacks. He also caught five touchdown passes 
from his tight end spot for the Saints, although the 
6-foot-3, 270-pounder could be found lining up at a 
handful of positions this season, including running 
back. The athletically gifted Halton has a 33-inch 
verticle jump and can likely play any position 
on the defensive line in college. Halton received 
scholarship offers from 18 Division I schools, 
including Michigan, Texas, Penn State, Nebraska, 
Tennessee, USC, and UCLA, among others, but 
announced his commitment to the University of 
Oregon in January.
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JACKSON STRATTON, La Jolla
Jackson Stratton likely would’ve made the Silver Pigskin 
podium if not for a shoulder injury suffered on Sept. 10 that 
sidelined him for six weeks, putting a damper on La Jolla 
High’s prospects for another championship season following 
its historic Eastern League championship in 2019 and an 
undefeated Spring campaign in ‘20. However, the fans made 
sure the University of Washington-bound quarterback would 
be duly recognized for what surely would’ve been a monster 
campaign with his selection to the Final 6 by winning the 
vote of the Prep Pigskin Report viewers. Stratton, a 6-foot-4, 
205-pounder, had already thrown for over 1,000 yards and 
15 touchdowns before being stricken with soreness in his 
throwing shoulder. However, the star was able to return to the 
field to compete in his final regular game with the Vikings on 
Oct. 29, passing for a pair of touchdowns against St. Augustine. 
In the Division II quarterfinals on Nov. 12, Jackson was 
definitely back and definiately in action with a 248-yard, two-

touchdown effort against Valley Center. An elite student with a 4.3 GPA and 31 ACT score, 
he also garnered offers from Ivy League schools Brown and Columbia.

LUCKY SUTTON, Cathedral Catholic
Cathedral Catholic senior Lucky Sutton may get the billing 
as “The Best Player on the county’s Best Team” but make 
no mistake, the 6-foot-1, 205-pound running back would 
make any team he stepped on the field with an instant 
championship contender, including the Western League 
champion Dons. There’s no telling what type of numbers 
the star could’ve put up if not facing the county’s most 
difficult schedule in 2021. Still, Sutton, who hails from Mira 
Mesa, rushed for over 1,400 yards and 24 touchdowns this 
season, leading the Dons to the top-seed in the San Diego 
Section Open Division playoffs. He also had four receiving 
touchdowns. The Dons lost just once during the regular 
season - to state superpower Concord De La Sall - but he still 
managed to rush for 162 yards and a touchdown against the 
Spartans. He scored at least three touchdowns on six separate 
occasions this season and had a season-high 272 yards 
against traditional rival St. Augustine in the Charity Bowl on 
Oct. 15. In the Open Division semifinals against third-ranked 

Mission Hills, “King” Sutton rushed for 194 and four touchdowns, Sutton, a three-star 
college prospect, has drawn interest from at least five schools, including San Diego State, 
Army, and Nevada.

CHRISTIAN WASHINGTON, Helix
Christian Washington may have self-anointed himself 
as “Big Moves” but if he didn’t, somebody else surely 
would have. Washington, a 5-foot-10, 190-pound 
running back may be the latest in succession in the 
Highlanders’ history of great runners, but his senior 
season can stand on its own merit. “Big Moves” might 
as well be known as “Big Yards” after a campaign 
in which he rushed for more than 1,700 yards and 
24 touchdowns in leading the Highlanders to the 
Grossmont Hills League championship, as well as, a 
run deep into the Division I postseason. Washington 
broke the 200-yard mark in five contests this season, 
including a 337-yard, four-touchdown performance 
against Grossmont in the Division I quarterfinals on 
Nov. 12. He also rushed for 195 yards and three scores against a Mission Viejo team on Oct. 8 
that was ranked No. 5 in the state at the time. One of the hardest working players on the field, 
Washington is also one of the best defensive players in the county, lining up as a defensive 
back. He also had a pair of receiving touchdowns this season. The three-star prospect would 
likely be a great, underrated pick-up for a Division I college program.

SAVIGON YOKLEY, El Capitan
El Capitan senior Savigon Yokley is one of the top players in the 
county at whatever position he lines up at, but when the Vaqueros 
headed into the 2021 season in need of a quarterback, Yokley told 
head coach Ron Burner that he would like to help the team by 
taking the majority of the snaps during the upcoming season. And 
while Yokley likely could’ve raised his college stock by playing full-
time as a receiver and defensive back, it was a good thing for the 
Vaqueros that the 6-foot-4, 185-pound “tri-athlete” wanted to help 
his team the best way he could. The multi-faceted star passed for 
over 1,500 yards and 19 touchdowns, rushed for over 1,000 yards 
with 17 touchdowns, and also had 311 yards receiving with four 
touchdowns. He also intercepted four passes during the season, 
returning one for a touchdown. The result for the Vaqueros was 
a 9-3 season, the program’s best record since 2014, including the 
team’s first playoff win in seven years, as well, as Yokley rallied 
the team from a 28-19 deficit against Orange Glen with a passing 
touchdown and a pair of rushing scores, including the game-winner 
in overtime. In a 35-0 win over Santana on Oct. 1, Yokley passed for 
a touchdown, rushed for a touchdown, caught a touchdown pass, 
and returned an interception for a touchdown, all in the first half. Yokley has stated publicly 
that he would love the opportunity to attend and play football for San Diego State.
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2021 Prep Pigskin Awards
Offensive Player of the Year: 
This honor is awarded annually to the offensive player deemed to have had the most out-
standing season. The winner is chosen by a panel of PPR e-ballot voters and a weighted fan 
vote.

1. Nathan Acevedo, Lincoln
2. Frankie Franchina, Rancho Bernardo
3. Martin Hill, Del Norte
4. Malachi Keels, Orange Glen
5. Elijaih Lux, Patrick Henry
6. Clash Orsborn, Mission Bay
2019 winner: Ej Kreutzmann / La Jolla Country Day

Defensive Player of the Year: 
This honor is awarded annually to the defensive player deemed to have had the most out-
standing season. The winner is chosen by a panel of PPR e-ballot voters and a weighted fan 
vote.

1. Sam Alligood, La Jolla Country Day
2. Jahlil Florence, Lincoln
3. Jaiden Letua, Mission Hills
4. Jaxson Moi, Cathedral Catholic
5. Justin Stearns, St. Augustine
6. Trey White, Eastlake
2019 winner: Jordan Allen / Cathedral Catholic

Special Teams Player of the Year: 
Kickers, punters, long snappers, and return specialists have their own award. This annu-
al trophy goes to the best special teams player, as voted on by the PPR committee and a 
weighted fan vote.

1. Joey Cheek, Cathedral Catholic
2. Kalen Jones, Eastlake
3. Charlie Rosenthal, San Marcos
4. Makai Smith, La Jolla
5. James Wagenseller, Poway
6. Christopher Williams, Francis Parker
2019 winner: Benjo O’Brien / Lincoln

Coach of the Year: 
The Silver Pigskin Player of the Year committee met behind closed doors to select the 
coach that made the biggest difference for his program, school, and community. These are 
the nominees:

1. Casey Ash, West Hills
2. Ron Burner, El Capitan
3. Marlon Gardinera, Scripps Ranch
4. Thadd MacNeal, Carlsbad
5. John Joyner, Mater Dei
6. Drew Westling, Mt. Carmel
2019 winner: Robbie Owens / Helix

Underclassman of the Year:
The Silver Pigskin Player of the Year podium has featured only two juniors in the PPR’s 
two-decades-long history. In 2018, we decided to stop ignoring the underclassman. The 
nominees in this category come from all three phases of the game (offense, defense, and 
special teams) with only one restriction... no seniors allowed.

1. Samuel Cooper IV, University City
2. Major Givens, Steele Canyon
3. Jax Leatherwood, Scripps Ranch
4. Dominic Nankil, Mater Dei Catholic
5. Conner Rath, Poway
6. Roderick Robinson II, Lincoln
7. Julian Sayin, Carlsbad
2019 winner: Kavika Tua / Oceanside

The Iron Hog Award: 
Awarded annually to San Diego’s top interior lineman. The PPR selects the nominees, then 
the PPR e-ballots and a weighted fan vote choose the “Iron Hog” winner.

1. Gracen Halton, St Augustine
2. Isaiah Hinojosa, Eastlake
3. Tavita Letuli, Cathedral Catholic
4. Mackavelli Malotumau, El Camino
5. Jonah Zimmerman, Oceanside
6. Zach Rowell, Torrey Pines
2019 winner: Jonathan Harrison / Carlsbad

Two-Way Player of the Year: 
The Two-Way honor goes to the San Diego County athlete who excels on both sides of the ball.

1. Omar Hammond, Patrick Henry
2. Jayden Virgin, Mt. Carmel3. Jalil Tucker, Lincoln
4. Anthony Ferrelli, Carlsbad
5. Jalen Shaw, Scripps Ranch
6. Wyatt Gardner, Torrey Pines
2019 winner: Cole Wright / Carlsbad



Play of the Year:
Every season, there are always a couple of dozen signature moments, plays that will be 
talked about for years and years to come. We nominated our five favorite “snapshots in 
time” from 2021 and then allowed you, the viewers, to choose... the “2021 Play of the Year.”

1. Malachi Keels, Orange Glen
2. Tabias Harris, Patrick Henry
3. Nathan Acevedo, Lincoln
4. Remi Baere, Ryan Flather, Wyatt Gardner, Torrey Pines
5. Ashton Reed, Army Navy
6. Makai Smith, La Jolla
2019 winner: Kamryn Brown, Keionte Scott, and Delshawn Traylor / Helix

Hollandia Dairy Fan Fav:
1. Leo Liang, Del Norte
2. Trey White, Eastlake
3. Sam Alligood, La Jolla Country Day
4. Trevor Bananal, Mt. Carmel
5. Thomas Greupner, Santa Fe Christian
6. Max Conaway, West Hills
7. Mohamed Mohamed, Crawford
8. Jake Bolin, St. Augustine
9. Josh Davis, Carlsbad
10. Jacob Davidson, Chula Vista
11. Mason Powers, La Jolla
12. Ben Effress, Francis Parker
13. Eric Gant, Poway

Previous Silver Pigskin Winners and Finalists:

2019: Tyler Buchner, The Bishop’s School
Tyler Buchner captured the award following a season in which he passed for 4,470 yards 
and 53 touchdowns. Buchner passed for three touchdowns or more for 12-straight 
games following the season opener, striking for five touchdowns on five separate 
occasions and firing six touchdown strikes in a 44-7 Division II semifinal playoff victory 
over Santa Fe Christian. The Notre Dame-bound star also rushed for 1,610 yards and 
scored 28 touchdowns on the ground, putting up one of the most impressive seasons 
in section history for the position. He transferred to Helix for his senior year but 
graduated early and left for South Bend, Ind., after the fall season was delayed due to the 
pandemic. In 2021, Buchner saw part-time action right away as a freshman, throwing 
three touchdown passes over his first eight appearances, while also rushing for a pair of 
touchdowns.

• Jaheim Allen-Pompey, Mount Miguel
• Tyson McWilliams, St. Augustine
• Elelyon Noa, Helix
• Keyshawn Smith, Lincoln
• Ke’ontae Springs, Madison
• Cole Wright, Carlsbad

2018: Jahmon McClendon, Monte Vista
Originally hailing from Virginia Beach, Va., Jahmon McClendon compiled one of the most 
impressive career stat lines in San Diego CIF history. McClendon concluded his high school 
career with 6,703 career rushing yards and 103 touchdowns. In 2018, McClendon rushed 
for 2,652 yards and 41 touchdowns. His 99-yard run against West Hills in 2018 tied the 
record for the longest rushing touchdown in section history. McClendon was also the first 
Monte Vista Monarch to be a Silver Pigskin finalist. McClendon currently is a redshirt 
freshman at Southeastern Louisiana University.

• Mac Bingham, Torrey Pines
• Kenan Christon, Madison
• Shawn Poma, Cathedral Catholic
• Dorian Richardson, Rancho Buena Vista
• Jayden Wickware, San Diego

2017: Jack Tuttle, Mission Hills
Jack Tuttle guided Mission Hills to a 12-1 record and an appearance in the San Diego 
Section Open Division championship game. He passed for 3,171 yards and 41 touchdowns 
in 2017 and completed his career with the Grizzlies with 7,279 yards 69 touchdowns 
while guiding the team to a 26-6 record as a starter. Tuttle, who originally hailed from 
Indianapolis, Ind., graduated early and is currently a redshirt junior at Indiana University, 



where his dad, Jay, was a walk-on kicker (1986-’88). He has appeared in 14 games and 
thrown for four touchdowns in his career with the Hoosiers.

• Martel Irby, Morse
• Brad Jeremiah, Christian
• Isaac Taylor-Stuart, Helix
• Mozes Mooney, Bishop’s
• Kyle Phillips, San Marcos
• Tristan Stacy, Ramona

2016: C.J. Verdell, Mater Dei Catholic
C.J. Verdell ran for 2,399 yards and 36 touchdowns in 2016, averaging to lead Mater Dei 
Catholic to the San Diego CIF Division II championship. Verdell received more than over 
a dozen offers before choosing to attend the University of Oregon. Verdell redshirted 
his freshman year, mentoring behind 2013 Silver Pigskin Winner Royce Freeman. The 
fifth-year junior rushed for over 1,000 yards in 2018 and ‘19 and has over 3,500 career 
yards rushing and receiving combined. He has also scored 30 career touchdowns. He had 
appeared in five games this season before being sidelined with a leg injury, suffered on Oct. 
2.

• Braxton Burmeister, La Jolla Country Day
• Jordan Genmark-Heath, Cathedral Catholic
• Milan Grice, Rancho Bernardo
• Tate Haynes, Cathedral Catholic
• Sampson Niu, Madison
• Ezekiel Noa, Helix

2015: Elijah Preston, St. Augustine
Elijah Preston rushed for 2,244 yards and scored 32 touchdowns during his senior season, 
setting a school record for rushing yards and leading to the team to a 10-win season and 
a berth in the San Diego CIF Open Division championship game. He ended his high school 
career as the San Diego Section’s all-time No. 2 rusher, with 7,196 rushing yards, scoring 
92 touchdowns. Preston was a walk-on with the San Diego State Aztecs in 2016 and was 
named the Offensive Player of the Year of the scout team. Standing at just 5-foot-5 and 
weighing 175 pounds, Preston was as tough as he was elusive.

• Terrell Burgess, San Marcos
• Lucas Johnson, Mt. Carmel
• Nehemiah McFarlin, Mission Hills
• Nate Stinson, Helix
• Troy Warner, Mission Hills

2014: DeChaun Holiday, Mission Hills
DeChaun Holiday was the first player from Mission Hills to win the Silver Pigskin Trophy. 

He led the Grizzlies to three straight Avocado West League titles, as well as their first CIF 
Open Division championship during his junior season. At the end of his senior season, 
one in which he returned two interceptions for touchdowns, Holiday was selected to play 
in the 2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl. He received at least 15 major college offers 
and accepted a scholarship from UCLA, appearing in 14 games during his career, playing 
defensive back, linebacker, and special teams. Holiday currently resides in San Diego.

• Frank Buncom IV, St. Augustine
• Isaiah Capoocia, El Capitan
• Kareem Coles Jr., Madison
• Bulla Graft, Bishop’s
• Quenton Meeks, Del Norte

2013: Royce Freeman, Imperial
Royce Freeman ended his prep career as the San Diego Section’s all-time leader in rushing 
yards (7,606), rushing touchdowns (111), and career points (666). He was invited to 
play in the 2014 U.S. Army All-American Bowl, where he scored three touchdowns. At the 
University of Oregon, Freeman set the PAC-12 record for career rushing touchdowns and is 
currently eighth in all-time rushing yardage in NCAA history (5,621 yards). Freeman was 
drafted by Denver in the third round of the 2018 NFL Draft and played three seasons for 
the Broncos, accumulating over 1,500 total yards rushing and receiving combined, scoring 
nine touchdowns. He is currently a member of the Carolina Panthers of the NFL.

• Thai Cottrell, Oceanside
• Anthony Lawrence, Grossmont
• Isiah Olave, Eastlake
• Jajuan Thomas, San Pasqual
• Fred Warner, Mission Hills

2012: Israel “Tofi” Paopao, Oceanside
Israel “Tofi” Paopao completed 59 percent of his passes for more than 2,600 yards and 24 
touchdowns during his senior season, leading the Pirates to the San Diego Section Division 
II championship. The Pirates had a record of 31-7-1 with Paopao at quarterback during his 
career. After high school, Paopao accepted a scholarship offer from Florida International 
University before he suffered a foot injury. Paopao returned home to play at Southwestern 
College, in Chula Vista, where he passed for 14 touchdowns in 2014 as the Jaguars finished 
10-1. Paopao continues to mentor quarterbacks.

• Derek Babiash, Poway
• Darren Carrington Jr., Horizon Christian Academy
• Pierre Cormier, Madison
• Chris Martin, Otay Ranch
• Justin Williams, El Camino



2011: Brandon Lewis, Helix
Brandon Lewis set a school record at Helix during his senior year, accounting for 41 
total touchdowns passing and rushing combined. He passed for 2,750 yards and 34 
touchdowns while the Highlanders to a San Diego CIF Division II championship win 
over Oceanside and a CIF State Division II title win over Del Oro, of Loomis, finishing 
13-1 for the season. The Scotties were 26-3 with Lewis as the team’s starter during his 
career. Also an outstanding baseball player, Lewis attended the University of San Diego.

• Chase Knox, Madison
• Landon Lozoya, Santana
• Taylor McNamara, Westview
• Ladai Shawn Boose, Kearny

2010: Stefan McClure, Vista
Stefan McClure scored 14 touchdowns and had four interceptions, helping Vista to the 
Division I section title. Following the season, he played in the U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl. McClure went on to play at the University of California from 2011-2015 and was 
a three-year captain, recording a career-high 61 tackles in his senior season, along 
with a fumble return for his only touchdown as a Golden Bear. McClure signed with 
Indianapolis as an undrafted free agent in 2016 but ended up joining Washington 
a year later after making the 53-man roster, appearing in seven games. McClure is 
currently the defensive backs coach at Southern Methodist University.

• Travis Bernard, Valley Center
• Rommell Cooper, Mar Vista
• Evan Crower, St. Augustine
• Diego Rodriguez, Montgomery

2009: Dillon Baxter, Mission Bay
Dillon Baxter had nearly 3,000 yards rushing, along with 50 touchdowns, and nearly 
2,000 yards passing, including 25 touchdown passes as a senior, leading Mission Bay 
to a 13-0 record and the San Diego Section Division IV championship, where he rushed 
for 384 yards and seven touchdowns. He was named a U.S. Army All-American and 
was awarded the Hall Trophy as the best prep player in the country and was named 
Mr. Football in the state of California. After enrolling at USC, and later, SDSU, Baxter 
completed his collegiate career at Baker University, an NAIA program in Kansas, where 
he rushed for over 1,000 yards in 2013.

• Brennan Clay, Scripps Ranch
• Tony Jefferson, Eastlake
• Ricky Seale, Escondido
• Kenny Stills, La Costa Canyon
• Pete Thomas, Valhalla

2008: Tyler Gaffney, Cathedral Catholic
Tyler Gaffney rushed for 2,866 yards and 48 touchdowns and caught 26 passes for 
428 yards and eight touchdowns during his senior season, leading the Dons to section 
and state titles. He scored five touchdowns in the state division championship game. 
Gaffney went to Stanford, finishing his college career by rushing for more than 1,700 
yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior, and was named PAC-12 Championship Game 
MVP in 2013. After being drafted by Carolina in the sixth round of the 2014 NFL 
Draft, he was injured in training camp but signed with New England, where he was 
a member of two Super Bowl champion teams (‘14, ‘17). A draft pick of Pittsburgh 
(MLB) in ‘12, Gaffney played minor league ball in 2018, but signed with the 49ers in 
‘19 and the Patriots in ‘20 before being released in Aug.

• Tate Forcier, Scripps Ranch
• James Johnson, Valley Center
• Robbie Rouse, Madison
• Jordan Wynn, Oceanside

2007: Nelson Rosario, El Camino
Nelson Rosario thrived as a receiver and kick returner for the Wildcats with his 
massive 6’6” frame. He also made an impact during his time as a receiver with UCLA 
Bruins, graduating as the fourth all-time leading receiver in Bruins’ history. In his 
senior season, Nelson led the team with 64 receptions for 1,161 yards and five 
touchdowns. He signed with Jacksonville Jaguars as an undrafted free agent in 2012. 
Nelson spent time with Carolina Panthers from 2012- 2013.

• Sam Brenner, Oceanside
• Ryan Deehan, Poway
• DJ Shields, Bonita Vista
• Jamar Taylor, Helix

2006: Ryan Lindley, El Capitan
Ryan Lindley passed for 3,521 yards, including 35 touchdowns to win the Silver 
Pigskin Trophy. Lindley attended San Diego State University, where he helped lead the 
Aztecs to back-to-back bowl eligible seasons in Division I for the first time in school 
history. He passed for 12,690 career yards and 90 touchdowns in four seasons as a 
starter. Lindley was selected in the sixth round (185th overall) of the 2012 NFL Draft 
by the Arizona Cardinals, and would go on to play for three more NFL teams - the San 
Diego Chargers, the New England Patriots, and the Indianapolis Colts. He also had a 
stint with the Ottawa RedBlacks in the CFL in 2017. Lindley was a quarterbacks coach 
for the Cleveland Browns but has moved into the college ranks and is currently a 
defensive analyst coach at Mississippi State.



• Darrell Catchings, Escondido
• Todd Doxey, Hoover
• Gino Gordon, Francis Parker
• Stanley Paul, La Costa Canyon

2005: Abraham Muheize, El Cajon Valley
2005 Silver Pigskin Winner Abraham Muheize had 292 completions for 4,050 passing yards 
and 41 touchdowns in 2005 to capture the award. Muheize took El Cajon Valley to the San 
Diego CIF Division II championship game. The quarterback went on to play strong safety at 
Grossmont College where he earned a scholarship to the University of Central Washington 
where he became a linebacker, appearing in five games. Muheize now owns his own non-
profit focusing on raising money and giving back to his alma mater. He is currently the 
owner of the San Diego Kings franchise of the American Basketball Association.

• Josh Holmes, Point Loma
• Brandon Sullivan, Poway
• Demetrius Sumler, Cathedral Catholic
• Will Yeatman, Rancho Bernardo

2004: Jake Fadden, Hilltop
Jake Fadden was selected for the Silver Pigskin podium in 2004 after winning the Play 
of the Week for throwing seven touchdowns against San Ysidro in the final regular-
season game. The top-ranked quarterback in the South Bay, Fadden was a dual-threat 
quarterback. After graduating from Hilltop, Fadden moved on to Mt. San Antonio College, 
where he played quarterback and earned all-conference honors before transferring to the 
University of Kansas. Fadden hung up his cleats after part of a season to earn a degree at 
Arizona State’s prestigious Walter Cronkite School of Journalism in 2010. Jake returned 
home to San Diego and joined the KUSI team in 2011. He currently resides in Long Beach.

• Jason Forcier, St. Augustine
• Darrick Jackson, Escondido
• Jon Toledo, La Costa Canyon
• Clayton Tunney, La Costa Canyon

2003: Patrick “PT” Gates, Marian Catholic
Patrick Gates had arguably the most decorated career of any San Diego high school football 
player. His team went undefeated during his junior and senior years, earning the Crusaders 
back-to-back CIF championship. While at Marian Catholic (now Mater Dei Catholic), Gates 
amassed 5,039 rushing yards and averaged 12.7 yards per attempt. He played at Saddleback 
College where, as a sophomore, he rushed for 1,059 yards and 16 touchdowns. Those numbers 
earned Gates first-team Junior College All-American honors. He would finish his college 
football career at Grand Valley State (Mich.) University, where he earned a degree in criminal 
justice in 2010. He had 798 yards and three touchdowns for the Lakers in 2008 as a junior.

• Fevaea’i Ahmu, Serra
• Arian Foster, Mission Bay
• Demarco Sampson, Castle Park

2002: Jose Perez, Oceanside
Perez recorded 1,112 receiving yards on 70 receptions during his senior season. While initially 
committing to play baseball and football at San Diego State University, Perez was drafted by the 
New York Yankees in 2003 and played in their farm system for three seasons. He later returned 
to SDSU to play football. As a walk-on, Perez played cornerback for three seasons, receiving 
honorable mention All-Mountain West team honors during his senior year. Perez signed with 
the Miami Dolphins as an undrafted free agent in 2011. He has also served as a San Diego 
County Sheriff.

• Reggie Bush, Helix
• Victor Trinidad, Sweetwater
• Tim Turner, Valley Center

2001: Reggie Bush, Helix
Reggie Bush rushed for 4,995 yards rushing and scored 450 total points in his time at Helix. He 
ran for 1,691 yards on 140 carries with 27 touchdowns in his 2002 senior year despite missing 
four games with a broken wrist. Bush played for USC from 2003-06, where his 2,980 total yards 
in 2005 earned him the Heisman Trophy, the Doak Walker Award, and the Walter Camp Award. 
After being selected second overall by the New Orleans Saints in the 2006 NFL Draft, he was a 
Super Bowl championship team member in 2010. Bush has also played for the Detroit Lions, 
Miami Dolphins, San Francisco 49ers and Buffalo Bills. He recorded 5,499 rushing yards, 3,521 
receiving yards, and 58 touchdowns in his 11-year NFL career. Bush currently is a football 
analyst for FOX Sports, having previously worked in the same capacity for the NFL Network.

• Freddy Dunkle, Castle Park
• Naftalie Nahiwawa, West Hills
• Aaron Singh, Carlsbad

2000: Ryan Gonzalez, St. Augustine
After an outstanding senior season at St. Augustine that culminated with the Silver Pigskin 
Award, this dual-threat running back committed to Occidental College. As the starting running 
back for the Tigers, Gonzalez finished his career with 1,337 rushing yards and 31 touchdowns, 
in addition to 216 receiving yards and three touchdowns. The former Saintsman had his best 
season in 2004 when he rushed for 649 yards and a career-high 19 touchdowns. Gonzalez’s 
1,337 career rushing yards rank 11th all-time in Oxy history. Since graduating from Occidental, 
Gonzalez built a successful career in financial planning in El Cajon.
• Trandon Harvey, Sweetwater
• Damaja Jones, Helix
• Ja Ja Riley, Mission Bay



1999: Patrick Konen, Patrick Henry
The first-ever winner of the Silver Pigskin, Patrick Konen dominated opposing offenses as 
a free safety with his hard-hitting and cat-like defensive reflexes. Konen’s big game against 
Rancho Bernardo early in the season put the safety on the PPR radar. Konen was offered 
a chance to play college football in Los Angeles, but turned it down for the opportunity to 
coach football locally and attend San Diego State. At Adairsville High School, in Georgia, 
Konen has served as a wrestling coach and offensive coordinator for the football team and 
was also a social studies teacher.

• Josh Sierra, Grossmont
• Vernon Smith, Mission Bay

Previous Iron Hog Winners:

2019: Jonathan Harrison, Carlsbad
Harrison is a 6-foot-5, 320-pound redshirt freshman currently attending San Diego State af-
ter redshirting in 2000. He is a reserve left tackle, having appeared in at least six games this 
season. Harrison is the third SDSU commit to win the Iron Hog Award. He helped the Lanc-
ers to a 10-2 record in 2019 and an appearance in the CIF San Diego Section championship 
game. The Lancers also won the Avocado League championship.

2018: Brian Driscoll, Torrey Pines
Driscoll is currently a redshirt sophomore at the University of California-Berkeley, where he 
currently stands at 6-foot-4, 330-pound reserve offensive lineman. Driscoll was a three-star 
offensive lineman recruit while at Torrey Pines High and was a two-way lineman and team 
scholar-athlete in each of his three varsity seasons at TPHS, carrying a 4.0 GPA in the class-
room, as well. He was a first-team All-San Diego CIF selection and helped the Falcons win 
the Avocado League championship in 2018. Brian is a grandson of NFL Hall of Fame wide 
receiver Lance Alworth.

2017: Nicholas Dell’Acqua, Mater Dei Catholic
Standing 6-foot-5 and 294 pounds, Nicholas Dell’Acqua was the heart of his Mater Dei 
team. He also excelled in the classroom with a GPA close to 4.0. In 2016, Dell’Acqua had 75 
total tackles, including 22 solo. The two-way, three-year starter committed to the Naval 
Academy, where he currently attends and is a junior. In making his decision, Dell’Acqua 
acknowledged the culture, the brotherhood, and the academics, saying, “I saw what I could 
be in the future and what my career could be in the Navy - not just for four years, but for 
40.”

2016: Dominic Gudino, Olympian
Dominic Gudino is currently a senior offensive lineman at San Diego State. He joined a 
deep group of offensive linemen, and halfway. He started eight games at two different 

positions in 2018, playing in 10 games for the Aztecs. During his senior year at Olympian, 
Gudino accounted for 43 solo tackles (10 for loss) and impressed with his ability to open 
holes for the Eagles’ ground game.

2015: Michael Alves, St. Augustine
Alves was the starting left guard for the UCLA Bruins in 2018. As a redshirt freshman at 
UCLA, Alves started all 12 games at guard for the Bruins. During his senior year with the 
Saints, Alves earned a bid to play in the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl, an all-star 
game sponsored by the United States Marine Corps. He was also part of back-to-back CIF 
championships while at St. Augustine. Alves earned first-team All-San Diego CIF honors 
as a senior and received a pair of first-team All-Eastern League selections.

2014: Jaquille “Shaq” Bradford, Hoover
A three-year letterman for the Cardinals, Bradford was named to the San Diego Section 
All-CIF first-team defense following his senior year. He registered 55 sacks during his 
high school career, including a state-best 28 sacks in 2013 as a junior. He was named 
the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference Defensive Player of the Year for the sec-
ond-straight year in 2019 as a member of the Kansas Wesleyan Coyotes after registering 
18 sacks in helping the team to the NAIA championship series quarterfinals. In 2018,  as 
the team reached the NAIA championship series semifinals, Bradford had 22 sacks to 
earn KCAC DPOY honors. He had well over 100 total tackles in his KWU career. Original-
ly, Bradford played two seasons at Southwestern College. In 2016, he played six games, 
compiling 26 tackles and 3 1/2 sacks.

2013: Tiasamo “Samo” Savusa, Madison
Tiasamo “Samo” Savusa played his college football at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, playing 
defensive line for the Mustangs. As a junior, Samo played in a career-high 10 games for 
Cal Poly. During his senior season for the Warhawks, Savusa earned second-team All- CIF 
honors and recorded 70 tackles to go along with three sacks, one fumble recovery, and 
two interceptions. Savusa was a key figure during Madison’s 2012 season, which saw 
them go 14-1 en route to a Division III state championship.

2012: Scott Quessenberry, La Costa Canyon
Scott “Scooter” Quessenberry is currently a center and guard for the Los Angeles Charg-
ers, wearing No. 61 in honor of his favorite all-time Charger, Nick Hardwick. He has 
played in nearly 60 career games with the Chargers, including 10 career starts. Standing 
6-foot-4 and weighing 310 pounds, “Scooter” was selected in the fifth round by his for-
mer hometown team. He was the starting center for the UCLA Bruins his last two sea-
sons while making the Athletic Director’s Academic Honor Roll five times in his UCLA 
career. Quessenberry was also selected All-PAC-12 in his junior year. He also served as a 
team captain in his final year at UCLA and started all 33 games of his high school career 
for the Mavericks. His brother, David, is a reserve offensive lineman for the Tennessee 
Titans.
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2011: Erik “Mags” Magnuson, La Costa Canyon
Erik “Mags” Magnuson is currently a reserve center for the Oakland Raiders. Before join-
ing the Raiders, Magnuson played in eight games over two seasons with the San Francisco 
49ers, after making the team as an undrafted free agent. After being released by the Nin-
ers, he briefly joined the Buffalo Bills practice squad before being signed by Oakland this 
past Oct. 30. A four-year letterman at the University of Michigan, Magnuson was named 
first-team All-Big 10 in his second season in Ann Arbor while playing right guard. He also 
garnered third-team all-conference honors as a junior and claimed a post on the watch list 
for the Outland Trophy, awarded annually to the best interior offensive lineman in college 
football. During his senior year at La Costa Canyon registered 69 pancake blocks and was 
named to the West roster for the U.S. Army All-American Game.

2010: Sam Meredith, Helix
The inaugural Iron Hog winner, Sam Meredith most recently spent part of the 2015 NFL 
offseason as a member of the Atlanta Falcons. During his time at San Diego State, Meredith 
earned the Dr. R Hardy/C.E Peterson Memorial Trophy captain’s award following his sen-
ior season with the Aztecs. Meredith was also named the 2012 Defensive Lineman of the 
Year in the Mountain West and was an all-conference honorable mention in both 2012 and 
2013. He registered six sacks in 10 games as a senior at Helix, where he also earned All-CIF 
honors and was named East County Defensive Player of the Year.

KUSI TV and the Prep Pigskin Report 
would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support:

KUSI News and the Prep Pigskin Report would also like to recognize the 
 

Flagship Cruises & Events, and the USS Midway Museum.

Bill Howe Companies
Cartwright Pest Control
Chicken Charlies 
Corky's Pest Control
Cox Communications
Draught Republic
El Cajon Ford
Eric Paredes Save a Life
Flagship Cruises
Jersey Mike's Subs
Mauzy Heating, Air, Solar 
National City Mile of Cars
Renovation Reality
San Diego Community College

San Diego Honda Dealers
San Diego Miramar College
San Diego Toyota Dealers 
University of St. Katherine




